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Any help from the consumer’s side?
Egypt’s wheat issue (production, consumption and self sufficiency) is
only one of the many inter-connected, very difficult and ultimately
threatening problems that our nation is facing. At times, I feel we need
magicians not just ministers and experts in their fields to tackle this
complex web of problems. I haven’t been shy to strongly critique, in my
comments, corruption, wrongdoings and ill-fated decisions; it’s the duty
of a citizen. However, on an issue as such, based on the information at
hand I fully understand what Mr. Abaza is saying, support his plan to
move forward and urge him to periodically inform us of the progress.
Egypt has one of the highest, if not the highest, wheat consumption
Kg/person/year) amongst the world’s nations (the richest, and yes, the)
poorest). Add to it the exponential rise in population; it doesn’t need a
mathematician to figure out the trap we’ve gotten ourselves into, and the
monumental challenge that faces someone as Mr. Abaza in his role as the
anointed minster. It would have been much, much worse if not for all the
good work that has been done so far. The state has made an excellent
progress to keep up with the exponentially rising wheat consumption.
Since the 1970’s and 80’s, wheat areas have more than doubled, yield
ton/feddan) has increased by nearly 50%, production has more than)
tripled and self sufficiency ratio has significantly increased from merely
low 20°s% to 50-60% range. These are significant accomplishments from
the planners side. We need to at least partially meet these by
accomplishments, regardless of how moderate, from the consumers’ side
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